
Two Book ReviewsStepping Out!Well I’ve left the security of a teaching job at The Savannah College of Art and Design, and I am once again out on my own (so to speak). When I began thinking about the prospect of not teaching any longer the thought of freelancing came to mind. It wasn’t a pleasant thought, mind you. I have been in the freelance seat once before in my life, and it was not a pretty sight. I did know that if I was going to freelance again it would have be much different.One of the bad things about being an artist of any kind is that you get no practical schooling. Know any graphic designers that took accounting incollege? I don’t. I have learned a few things about business since that first terrible freelance experience; I have helped run a design firm and taught classes in the business of graphic design. So with this wealth of knowledgeunder my belt, I have decided to rejoin the freelance forces.The first thing I did to help get me started was read up a bit. I found a wonderful book, The Designer’s Commonsense Business Book, which is what I’m really here to talk to you about. Barbara Ganim is the author; shehas already made it from freelancer to firm owner, and it wasn’t any easierfor her than for the rest of us. The nice thing about Barbara is that she learned from her mistakes and lived to tell the rest of us about it.Barbara covers every aspect of starting your own business. She starts by discussing the reasons for wanting to work for yourself—the benefits and the drawbacks. She is very straightforward and does not try to make this sound easy. She talks about sales taxes, business licenses, advertising, how to find clients, how to handle clients, how to invoice, how to bill.... (where was this book when I was teaching Business of Graphic Design?). Another wonderful thing Barbara has done for the to-be freelancer is to chock her book full of forms. There are more forms in here than I may everfigure out how to use. Basically she has figured out a way for unorganized artist-types to be able to run a successful business. Her book is easy to read. I almost didn’t put it down once I picked it up. It is well designed and works well as a reference book after you have read it, if you just need to re-check something. She has marked passages in the book such as; HOT TIP, Especially for Beginners, Important WARNING!, and Money Saver; which help emphasize the aspects a reader may be more interested in.I guess I can’t really judge the success of Barbara’s book until I have put the information into practical use, so once I’m up and running I’ll let you guys know how it’s going. Meanwhile, if you are thinking about doing some freelance graphic design work I would suggest that you check out The Designer’s Commonsense Business Book before you hang out your shingle.The Designer’s Commonsense Business BookBarbara GanimNorth Light Books$22.95Pro-BibleThe nice thing about non-manuals is that they treat you like a normal human-being. Have you ever noticed that software manuals expect you to understand what a database or spreadsheet or page layout program is andhow it works, while at the same time they don’t expect you to know when to click your mouse? Well, The Macintosh Bible Guide to FileMaker Pro is another good example why non-manuals are much more pleasant than manuals. The first chapter of this book explains databases in general, just in casethe reader isn’t quite clear on exactly what all databases can and cannot do. Mr. Rubin did one really nice thing in this chapter by explaining the difference between relational databases and non-relational databases, as well as covering all the general information about how a database works. His second chapter covers just FileMaker Pro and discusses the terms and concepts that are specific to FileMaker. He also covers the differences between FileMaker II and FileMaker Pro in this chapter and doesn’t waste space re-iterating these points throughout the book. Mr. Rubin then walks the reader through using FileMaker, but he does it in a way which is not degrading to an intelligent human-being. Not every single detail is covered in the book, and Mr. Rubin is quick to point out which ones those are. They are usually things that are covered thoroughly in the manual, such as the information in the appendixes.There were a few times that Mr. Rubin wasn’t totally clear on a concept.I found that using a combination of the manual and The Bible was a pretty good mix. I must admit however, that the technical support at Claris was better than both of these books put together and was worth a couple of long distance phones calls when I was stuck.If you have just gotten FileMaker Pro or you are just beginning to learn about it, I would suggest you read The Macintosh Bible Guide to FileMaker Pro and just use the manual as a backup. But be sure to remember that if you get stuck, don’t hesitate to call Claris.The Macintosh Bible Guide to FileMaker ProCharles RubinGoldstein & Blair$18.00reviewed by Misty Spinelli© 1991 The Savannah Macintosh Users Group_________________________________________The article above is reprinted from Mac Monitor, the newsletter of The Savannah Macintosh Users Group. It may be reprinted in a single issue of newsletters published by non-profit user groups. Payment shall consist of asingle issue of the newsletter in which the article appears, sent to the following address:Jim Alley320 East 54th StreetSavannah, GA  31405


